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"Mankind must  change if  we are to reduce inhumanity,  if  humanity is  to 

survive, "  Prof,  Burton Blat t  said tonight  in Grant  Auditorium in the f i rs t  

Syracuse Universi ty Centennial  lecture,  

Blat t ,  director  of Special  Education and Rehabil i tat ion,  is  one of s ix 

especial ly designated Centennial  Professors scheduled to del iver  Centennial  

lectures this  year  as  part  of  the 100th anniversary celebrat ion of the Universi ty 's  

founding.  

In his  talk,  "Man Through a  Turned Lens,  "  Blat t  said:  "My thesis  is  that  

society wil l  not  eradicate inst i tut ional  back wards,wil l  not  guarantee human 

r ights ,  and wil l  not  el iminate hunger by tearing down back wards of 'guaranteeing'  

human r ights  or  feeding hungry people. "  

The fol lowing are excepts  from his  prepared text:  

"In humili ty,  and with knowledge that  I  am no better  qualif ied as  accuser  

than those to whom I  speak,  I  seek redress for  certain acts  committed by and 

against  mankind.  

"  . . . Have you been to Dachau? Can you add al l  of  the Dachaus to al l  of  

the Siberias? Is  there a  man wil l ing to catalogue our own Southern history,  l i fe  

in demented mental  hospitals ,  Vietnam, and the world of man-made sub-humans 

some cal l  s tate inst i tut ions? In his  own manner,  each man thinks about  evil .  And,  

in his  curious mind,  there are t imes and si tuat ions where he is  comforted by i ts  

presence.  But,  is  there a  man who wil l  tolerate a  f lood that  is  endless and 

fathomless and senseless? .  .  .  

(more) 
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"I  bel ieve our one chance l ies  . . .  in describing,  dissect ing,  and 

comprehending our debasements and agonies.  We may save ourselves,  not  with 

promises of a  new good l i fe  to goad us,  but  with plain accounts of the real-unreal  

world we have fashioned for  ourselves and,  now, must  ei ther  change or  eternally 

wallow in i ts  s l ime.  .  .  .  

"I  ask you to change humanity by changing yourself ,  to  solve the r iddle ' I '  

before you at tempt to solve the human puzzle,  to commit  yourself  before you 

commit  mankind.  I  ask you to think of yourself ,  not  society,  and how you must  

evolve,  not  what  civi l izat ion must  endure.  .  .  .  

"I  ask you to reflect  upon the consequences of our unique American slave 

system, injust ice in our schools,  and the evil  perpetrated within our mental  

hospitals  and state schools for  the mental ly retarded.  I  ask you to view 

contemporary American l ife  and your personal  act ivi t ies  and convict ions with the 

same dil igence and remorselessness we,  in America,  judged Hit ler 's  policies in 

the Warsaw ghetto,  Stal in 's  at  Lubyanka,  and Mao's ,  Castro 's  and Mussolini 's .  

.  . . .  the American l is t  is  not  unlike most  other  nat ions '  .  .  .  

"As I  tel l  you there is  no future for  the mental ly retarded--there wil l  not  

be any unti l  they are returned to their  brothers as  men and women—as I tel l  you 

these things,  I  meander about  human beings as  'mental ly retarded.  ' We are 

trapped by civi l izat ion 's  penchant ,  for  creat ing insane problems.  And,  our 

brothers and we wil l  not  be rescued by psychologists  or  sociologists  or  special  

educators--and,  al though they wil l  bet ter  describe and teach us about  the 

benchmarks of c ivi l izat ion,  not  even by poets  or  historians.  We have a  modest  

chance to permit  the now-retarded,  the now-distrurbed,  the now-abused to 

enter  our world--albei t  an imperfect  world--and,  I  bel ieve,  that  chance depends 

upon a  decision society must  make,  but  only insofar  as  each man must  make 

his  personal  decision.  " 
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